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INDIGENOUS COMMUNITY VISION 
FOR HAMILTON:

RECONCILIATION THRU
RECLAMATION

Across  a l l  of  our  conversat ions  with  community ,  the message has been c lear :  To heal  and
thr ive in  Hami l ton we must  pr ior i t i ze  the rec lamat ion of  land,  cu l ture ,  and community .  

The Ind igenous community  v is ion for  Hami l ton bu i lds  on Ind igenous grassroots  movements  in  our
community  and across  these lands to  create  needed spaces  and resources  to  he lp  Ind igenous
Peoples  heal  f rom the legac ies  of  co lon izat ion and to  advance the capac i t ies  of  Ind igenous
Peoples  to  determine our  own futures .

The Ind igenous community  v is ion presented here are the col lect ive  vo ices  of  Ind igenous Peoples
in  Hami l ton determin ing our  shared future .   The Ind igenous community  v is ion for  Hami l ton
weaves together  of  our  conversat ions  wi th  Ind igenous youth ,  Ind igenous E lders ,  Ind igenous
fami l ies ,  Ind igenous community  members  exper ienc ing homelessness ,  Two-Spir i t  community
members ,  Ind igenous leaders ,  and many more .   Whi le  our  community  pr ior i t ies  are  the
rec lamat ion of  land,  cu l ture ,  and community ,  each area of  the Ind igenous community  v is ion i s
interre lated and interdependent .    

At  t imes ,  rea l i z ing the Ind igenous community  v is ion for  Hami l ton wi l l  not  be easy .   The v is ions  of
our  community  are  not  "spec ia l  pro jects"  and wi l l  requ ire  new and susta inable  investments  f rom
mult ip le  partners .   However ,  our  community  be l ieves  that  w i th  meaningfu l  long-term
commitments  and investments ,  each area of  the v is ion i s  ach ievable .  With in  one generat ion ,  we
can bu i ld  a  c i ty  that  intent ional ly  redresses  the legac ies  of  co lon izat ion to  ensure Hami l ton i s  the
best  p lace for  Ind igenous Peoples  and non- Ind igenous peoples  to  ra ise  a  ch i ld  and age
successfu l ly .

To read the fu l l  Ind igenous community  v is ion ,  p lease v is i t :  www.ch i leadersh ip .com

            The Coal i t ion of  Hami l ton Ind igenous Leadersh ip   
               ( formerly  the Hami l ton Execut ive D irectors '  Abor ig inal  Coal i t ion)



Our grat i tude to  community  for  t rust ing CHIL  wi th  th is  work .   N ia :wen for  shar ing your
exper iences ,  hopes ,  and dreams  for  community .   We look forward to  advanc ing the v is ion and

cont inu ing to  check in  w i th  community  to  ensure we are  on the r ight  path .
N ia :wen to  Brent  Beauchamp for  des ign ing the or ig ina l  graphics  for  the Ind igenous community

v is ion for  Hami l ton .

Reclamat ion of  land,  cu l ture ,  and community  must  be pr ior i t i zed for  Ind igenous Peoples  to
heal  from the legac ies  of  co lon izat ion and thr ive  in  Hami l ton .   



Yeth i 'n istenha Onhwentsya (Land) :  Ind igenous community  members  have access  to  land throughout
Hami l ton that  i s  s tewarded by community  and spec i f ica l ly  for  Ind igenous community  to  gather ,  put
ceremony through,  soc ia l i ze ,  learn ,  and pract ice  t rad i t ional  act iv i t ies .

Ts i  N iyonkwar iho:tens  (Culture) :  Ind igenous cu l tures ,  Knowledges ,  and ways of  be ing are  va lued as
fundamental  to  reconc i l iat ion in  Hami l ton and pr ior i t i zed in  community  p lann ing and investments .

Onkwe'shon: 'a  (People  -  Community) :The re lat ionsh ips  w i th in  and between Ind igenous ind iv iduals  and
fami l ies  are  strengthened through d iverse  and access ib le  opportun i t ies  to  connect  and engage in  heal thy
act iv i t ies .



Read the fu l l  Ind igenous community  v is ion for  Hami l ton:  www.ch i leadersh ip .com
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